[bookmark: _rh0m7nepqzg5]Cover page
[bookmark: _1j6it8oolcun]2025
[bookmark: _uqtc2ahi2q7x]Week Without Driving
PHOTO ALT TEXT: Children sitting on the floor in a library with their hands raised while listening to an adult reading or presenting.

Logos of
America Walks
Disability Rights Washington
Nondrivers Alliance

[bookmark: _oottg8yq24br]
[bookmark: _ubwj3wvg8xy2]Page 01

[bookmark: _yftr0l8qyz80]Week Without Driving is About Access
[bookmark: _x8bblpp0ojer]What would change in your life if driving wasn’t an option?
More than a third of the U.S. population cannot or do not rely on driving to meet their daily travel needs. We are disabled people who cannot drive, people who can’t afford a vehicle, maintenance or gas, have suspended licenses or lack documentation to get a license. We are people who are too young to drive, choose not to drive or who have aged out of driving.

In 2021, disabled advocates in Washington State launched a campaign to increase the visibility of nondrivers. In 2023, America Walks took Week Without Driving to a nationwide audience. Now in its sixth year, the Week includes organizations in all 50 states, as well as communities in Canada and Australia.

At its core, Week Without Driving makes the lived experience of nondrivers visible through storytelling. By engaging individuals, local, regional, state organizations, businesses, agencies, and elected officials, our movement fosters connection across communities and geographies and brings people into conversation who are often siloed. By highlighting that nondrivers exist in every community, Week Without Driving shifts the conversation from ‘some people’ to ‘our neighbors’. The Week also brings decisionmakers into the experience of their nondriving constituents and helps win policies that support access across both rural and urban communities and everywhere in between.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Three people standing together near a TV screen, discussing Week Without Driving PGH.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A group of people ride bicycles along a paved path surrounded by tall trees and greenery.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: People strolling, two with their dogs, and a person on a wheel chair on a paved walkway beside a pedestrian sign.

Week Without Driving makes visible what millions experience every day: transportation is access – to work, healthcare, food, essential services, education, community and overall well-being.

[bookmark: _h0ol4i4gazj5]
[bookmark: _itr7ui64o6md]Page 02

[bookmark: _ojevrgh4hrdh]Reframing Who Counts
Everyone knows a nondriver, yet we’re still largely invisible. Week Without Driving is about making us, and our needs as nondrivers, visible, challenging the false narrative that “Everyone Drives.” 
In 2025, Week Without Driving was covered in over 220 news stories across 35 states and 2 international communities. Here are a few media moments:

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Logo of Edwardsville the Intelligencer
· Week Without Driving challenge, Bike Bus both return to Edwardsville in September
“Encourage others and your family and your neighbors to try it out,” committee member Ashley Cox said. “Just the fact that you tried it is a big deal.”

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Logo of Lost Coast Outpost
· Life’s No Picnic For Rural People Who Rely on Public Transportation to Get Around

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Logo of CNY Central
· Local transit advocates kick off national 'Week Without Driving'

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Logo of Governing
· Dallas’ 'Week Without Driving' Reveals the City’s Pedestrian Problem
“The purpose of the Week Without Driving movement is to push people to put themselves in the shoes of people who cannot or choose not to drive.” This way, Wright said, “people can understand what it’s like for Dallas’ pedestrians at an on-foot level”

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Logo of Strong Towns
· 29 Benches, 1 Mission: Washington Residents Step Up To Improve Transit
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[bookmark: _rk1260nd4081]On Our Feed
PHOTO ALT TEXT: A person sitting on a bus smiling at the camera. Caption says:
“National #WeekWithoutDriving is about sharing the lived experience of those who don’t have a car. Meet Tino, a lifelong Metro customer who relies on transit to stay independent. Can you believe he’s almost 90?! Learn more about Tino in a special video later this week.” – @wmata.com

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A Twitter post displaying forecast with icons for different mobility options. Caption says:
“Today marks the start of #WeekWithoutDriving and the forecast looks great for walking, biking, & public transit!
WWD is a chance to challenge yourself to cut back on vehicle trips and try other ways to get around. 
Let’s build communities that are inclusive and accessible for everyone.” – @aldermanlaspata.bsky.social

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A bus at dusk. The image is overlaid with text announcing Madison's participation in the "Week Without Driving Challenge" to raise awareness for nondrivers. Caption says:
“The City of Madison annually participates in the nationwide “Week Without Driving Challenge” happening Monday, Sept. 29 until Oct. 5, helping decision-makers better understand and advocate for community members lacking mobility and access. 
To learn more, visit the link in our bio.” – @badgerherald

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A man stands on a train platform, smiling at the camera. Caption says:
“Week Without Driving is underway! And leaders across Metro are sharing their journeys. This week is an annual reminder for our communities to reflect on what it means to get around without a car. Whether you’re cycling, walking, or rolling – there are many barriers to getting around for those who cannot drive. Many people rely on alternative modes of transportation, such as buses, light rail, and more. And many of us take our modes of transit for granted. For Metro employees and leaders like Bus Operations Director Phil DeVault, this week, we reflect on how to make our system accessible for all.”

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A collage of images showing people on a bus, men posing for a photo, and a group in an outdoor setting. Caption says: 
“Here I am, transferring at Yarrow Hill from the 255 to the 545, on my daily commute. I’m so proud of our system, and the care with which we deliver reliable service” — Phil DeVault” – @kcmetrobus

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Interior view of a bus. Caption says:
“It’s my third bus ride to work this week for #WeekWithoutDriving. You know why it isn’t my fourth (as it is Thursday)? Because it takes a lot of planning ahead, and factoring in walk time to the bus stop, and one day the bus I wanted was delayed 43 minutes! I’m pretty spoiled. When you don’t drive, it’s a real challenge. We’re trying, but we still need to do better. Let’s create a transit system folks WANT to use because it works!” – @Kristin Glenn Pack
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[bookmark: _q4utvjze8uo1]Growing a Movement
Week Without Driving is a critical tool for building coalitions that include disability, biking, transit, public health, Safe Routes to School and other organizations. In 2025, 763 cohosting organizations from all 50 states and 14 international communities helped organize Week Without Driving events and encouraged participation in their communities.

These Community Leads create spaces for neighbors to participate, build bridges between organizations and elected officials, and translate lived experience into ongoing advocacy. Their work helps communities see what’s already possible, where gaps remain, and what support is needed to grow solutions year over year.

[bookmark: _gjebfgco19w0]Week Without Driving 2025 Community Leads
Logos of the community leads

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Three individuals stand behind a table displaying a sign that reads "We Love PROTECTED BIKE LANES!"

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A man wearing a hat and glasses speaks into a microphone in front of a green and blue bus, with other people standing nearby.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A person smiles while sitting on a bus.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A speaker presents to an audience seated at tables in a room with a projector screen displaying text.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A woman speaks at a podium while people sit in tiered seating behind her.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A person with a black shirt smiles at the camera while holding onto a bicycle. Green foliage is visible in the background.
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The extra support from the Week Without Driving National Coalition was great to have and helped us make this a bigger event with stronger results. – Josh Parshall, Local Motion

This was a good week for Indianapolis. We strengthened connections between orgs working on active transportation, transit, and safer streets. The interest in the topic was strong, and with more resources, we could grow this next year. – Anthony Cherolis, Central Indiana Cycling

PHOTO ALT TEXT: People gather around a "Bike Indianapolis" tent, with some interacting at a table and others attending to bicycles. A person in a black shirt helps fix a bicycle for a child in a white hoodie.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A group of people, including children and adults, on bicycles in front of a building, ready to bike.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A crowd of people sit in lawn chairs on grass, facing a banner and tables set up against a brick building. 

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Two people wearing colorful shirts and leis smiling at a camera, while sitting on a bus with others in the background also wearing colorful leis.

Doing Week Without Driving as a coalition really helped us grow the coalition, and that makes all the advocacy around everything we do better. – Heyden Walker, Safe Streets Austin

Organizing [Week Without Driving] campaign led to the formation of Living Streets Lexington as an organization. It was a really effective way of building out this broad-based coalition. I would also say I’ve been really inspired by the work that y’all have done, Anna and Ruth, around really changing who is at the decision making table. – Quinn Mullholland, Living Streets Lexington
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[bookmark: _nm4ji35xi7q8]Community Voices
Community members contribute their experiences and contribute to a broader conversation about access, offering stories of what works, what doesn’t, and what would make daily life possible without driving. Each story helps others understand the real trade-offs of car dependence and what a better system must provide. The following quotes come directly from our survey respondents who participated in 2025.

Honestly, I was so impressed by the planning and organization of Week Without Driving. You provided great support, useful tools for participants to share ideas and get inspired. – Iz from Seattle, WA

I was surprised by how much less free time I had because it took me longer to get from place to place. – Participant from St. Louis, MO

I want to see a better-funded public transit system, especially with the ongoing struggles to fund transit. – Participant from Pittsburgh, PA

It is challenging to just go 7 days without a car despite not wanting to drive. – Chaz from Rochester, NY

Our town has one bus route so it makes it so hard to access everything. I just didn't go places with no bus access. – Participant from Leavittsburg, OH

I think WWD is exceptionally well organized thanks to Ruth and Anna's leadership. The social media tool kits, the graphics, and all of the other materials are helpful. – Participant from Washington D.C.

I ended up trying out the bus for the first time in 15+ years, and I was surprised at how many riders there were on every route, at every time of day. It was good to see. – Kim from Nashville, TN

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Two people stand and two people sit behind a table with a white tablecloth while smiling at the camera. A white tent is set up over the table.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: Two people, one on a wheelchair and another standing, smiling at the camera. Other people are seen in the background.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A presenter stands in front of a screen displaying images and text, addressing a seated audience.

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A person smiles for a selfie in front of a brick building with a black bike helmet on.
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[bookmark: _asvxq9pagz9z]Leaders Learn What Nondrivers Face
Public officials who participate in Week Without Driving bring visibility and accountability to what residents experience every day. They see how missed connections, limited service hours, unsafe crossings, missing sidewalks and bike networks, and gaps in paratransit and on-demand service can turn simple trips into impossible ones. That experience strengthens the case for specific action and investments that expand options and make mobility work for everyone. In 2025, 1,046 elected and public officials from 47 states and Washington D.C. took part in Week Without Driving. 

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A headshot of Laine Johnson with long, wavy red hair smiling and wearing a black jacket.

My contribution to the #WeekWithoutDriving conversation is that you don't have to be exclusively a driver, or a non-driver. You should always be able to choose different modes for different trips, and be welcomed. – Laine Johnson, Ottawa City Councillor for College Ward

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A headshot of Ed Gainey, in a suit and tie, smiling. 

I went back to my roots and bussed into work as part of #WeekWithoutDriving. I remember the days when I used to bus to work every single day, and I think it's important that we take the time to step back from the convenience of driving and understand the barriers that nearly a third of non-driving Americans face. – Ed Gainey, 61st Mayor of the City of Pittsburgh

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A photo of Joe Cobb wearing glasses, a bow tie, and a suit in front of an American flag.

While riding Valley Metro, I called MetroFLX to schedule a ride for this morning to go to church. When I called, the very nice dispatcher told me that all the rides for today's service were fully booked...which verifies the need for and demand for Sunday service! – Joe Cobb, Mayor at City of Roanoke, Virginia

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A headshot of Jason Nguyen wearing a light blue dress shirt and a dark red tie.

If you provide safe alternatives people will use them, reducing congestion on our roadways and freeing up parking for those who need it. – Jason Nguyen, Council Member District B for Grand Junction, CO

PHOTO ALT TEXT: A headshot of Analise Ortiz with long, dark, wavy hair, smiling. She is wearing a green top. Behind her are the American and Arizona state flags, and the Arizona state seal.

I took on this challenge because so many of my constituents rely on public transit. What better way to identify solutions that people are facing than to put myself in people’s shoes and figure out for myself what it’s like to take public transit in Phoenix. – Analise Ortiz, Member of the Arizona Senate from the 24th district
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[bookmark: _cg4r5lmkzevp]Thanks to Our 2025 Sponsors
Week Without Driving would not be possible without our amazing sponsors. Thank you for helping amplify voices, share stories, and creating lasting change. Your support expands real, low-barrier mobility options, strengthens the movement where everyone can get around safely and affordably, and brings us closer to a world where transportation works for everyone.

[bookmark: _4osn327k3aum]2025 National Co-hosts
Logos of America Walks and Disability Rights Washington

[bookmark: _3vnwnawu7a5o]Major Funding Partners
Logos of Seattle Foundation, Lime and Amazon

[bookmark: _facxjo1eeumm]Supporters
Logos of PRR, Sound Transit, Veo, Lyft, Bird, King County Metro and Spin

